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JMU drops "G" pre�x from Gen-ed classes
Alyssa McBeth | contributing writer  Mar 29, 2015

JMU is kissing the “G” goodbye. Starting this summer, the “G” pre�x will no longer be listed in

the titles of general education courses. No longer will students refer to their classes as GWRTC

or GSOCI — now they’ll simply call them WRTC and SOCI. What most are wondering, however,

is if this changes the overall aim of the GenEd program, which began in the spring of 2014.

Despite this change, the clusters will stay intact, as well as the content of each course.
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“We had a lot of negative comments about ‘G’ classes,” Georgia Polacek, cluster �ve coordinator

and one of the leaders of the project, said. “So to try to get to a more realistic view for the

program, since removing the ‘G’ kept coming up, we were trying to make the program look

more uniform with your other classes.”

There was also a question as to what these GenEd classes would look like as students continue

their post-college career with further schooling and jobs in the future.

“We had a lot of students, as they move on to master’s degrees and etcetera, [where] those ‘G’s’

on their transcript[s] were confusing to those other schools,” Polacek said.

The reason these “G’s” on the transcript might be questionable to other schools is because a

“G” in front of a course title may be viewed as easy. According to Polacek, there is a lack of

uniformity when the “G” is present.

Cluster one coordinator and GCOM professor Gretchen Hazard explained how she sees various

advantages from this program transformation.

“A huge bene�t is the transferability of these courses,” Hazard said. “Oftentimes when letters

are added to the beginning of a disciplinary identi�er, such as the ‘G,’ they are viewed by other

institutions as somehow remedial. And none of our general education coursework is remedial,

and we want to prevent that perception from occurring.”

Additionally, Hazard hopes that students, as well as professors, will now take the courses more

seriously.

“This [dropping of the ‘G’] may elevate the value of the courses in the eyes of students, and

perhaps faculty, who recognize they are coming out of a single discipline and are highly

appropriate for students that are interested and curious about that disciplinary way of

thinking,” Hazard said.

This transformation has been in the works for two years. Throughout this process, the O�ce of

General Education has received input from professors and students alike.

“We talked to faculty, students [and the student government association] several times to just

get more input from everyone around campus to make sure we were getting a broad voice,”

Polacek said. “We met with SGA two years ago and really had a nice conversation about
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dropping the ‘G’ and what they thought about it. They were so enthusiastic and supportive that

it really made it easier for us to say, ‘Yes, this is something we need to do.’”

Mike Cugliari, a freshman �nance major, added that students are more likely to be interested

and take the GenEd courses more seriously if they relate to their major.

“My [macro] economics class was very important to me because it was important for my

major,” Cugliari said. “But I felt that some of the other classes, like God, Meaning and Morality

was too much work and took away from my time from studying things that were important to

my major.”

It seems the biggest problem for students will be getting used to saying the names of these

courses and searching the catalog without the ‘G.’ So far, there’s been positive feedback from

students and professors.

Sophomore communication major Allison Mabry is excited for the removal of the “G.”

“I think it is going to create consistency among our courses,” Mabry said. “People don’t take the

‘G’ classes as seriously as they should. I think this is going to be good for our campus.”
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Comic strips survive as print media declines
Alyssa McBeth | contributing writer  Feb 25, 2015

Cartoonist and JMU alumnus John Rose ('86) works in his home studio.

Danielle Epifanio | The Breeze

They make us laugh and they make us think. They’re familiar friends when we need a pick-me-

up, and the beloved characters we have grown up with.

Comic strips are something many people look forward to in the Sunday paper. However, as we

move into a digital age, newspaper subscriptions are in decline. Various cartoon strips have

fallen by the wayside, yet some continue to thrive. Comics are still �ourishing and are as
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popular as ever according to Guy Gilchrist, an award-winning cartoonist and author of the

iconic “Nancy and Sluggo” comic strip.

Gilchrist has an extensive background in the comic strip industry.In 1981, he was hand-selected

by Jim Henson to illustrate the “The Muppets.” He has seen comics transform and also seen the

fans of these comics remain dedicated.

“They still buy our [“Nancy and Sluggo”] anthologies, various collections [by way of] print where

I am signing them, and we even sell the comics on iTunes and Amazon,” Gilchrist said. “We, and

the fans, adapt. That’s what we do.”

The fans of these comic strips have grown and changed with them. Comics are a way for

people to escape their daily lives, just for a few seconds. Gilchrist believes this is one of the

main reasons comic strips are preserving their popularity.

“You’re telling stories that make a di�erence,” Gilchrist said. “You’re telling jokes that light up

people’s lives. It’s been an incredible opportunity to be able to speak to [people] through those

little panels.”

But to combat the decline of printed comics, comic strips have adapted to the digital age in

their own way. Through the use of websites and various apps, fans can access their favorite

comics in a matter of seconds.

“You can type in GoComics on your iPhone, or any device really, and you can read ‘Nancy,’

‘Peanuts,’ ‘Calvin and Hobbes,’ whatever your favorite strips are, all on your phone,” Gilchrist

said. “And that’s huge, it’s just huge for the industry.”

John Rose, a JMU (’86) alumnus and cartoonist for the “Barney Google and Snu�y Smith” comic

strip, experienced the shift to online comics. He worked with King Features Syndicate, Inc., a

comic producer, to develop a website where individuals can see daily samples of Rose’s work.

They can also check out his blog, which has event updates for his readers.

Despite the growing trend to online comics, Rose doesn’t prefer one mode (digital or print) over

the other. The rate at which comics are gaining exposure and maintaining popularity is

appealing not only to producers and readers, but to the comic artists. It’s a way for their work

to be recognized and also allows them to spread their happiness and humor with others.
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“It’s still neat to open the paper and see your comics there,” Rose said. “But I like it just as much

either way because then, on the other hand, it’s online and in color all the time. And these days

if people like your comic, they share it on Facebook.”

And it’s not only comic strips that have seen this change, but comic books as well. Traditional

comic books such as “Superman” and “Batman” are being transformed to on-screen

blockbusters.

Richard Hilliard, an associate professor in JMU’s School of Art, Design and Art History, noted his

own wariness about the digital shift for comics.

“I can tell you I was initially very skeptical and then got one of my favorite graphic novels

[online],” Hillard said. “I was amazed at what an unusual and pleasurable reading experience it

was.”

Our generation may move to only viewing comics digitally, but many fans think that print

copies are here to stay. People such as Hilliard will continue to buy hard copies of comics

simply because of a personal preference.

Even the demise of newspapers won’t prevent many fans from viewing the comics they’ve

grown to love.
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